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DonΩt Miss Out On The Real Treasure of Christmas 
άBut Mary treasured up all these things,         
pondering them in her heart.έ –Luke 2:19 

There is a principle of life that most Americans (and 
Christians) cherish and follow. And more than any other 
time of the year, this principle seems to take over at 
Christmas. The principle is this: ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛŦŜΦ In 
other words, the good life is a life packed full with as many 
experiences as you can possibly have. The good life is life 
bursting at the seams with all the experiences that life has 
to offer. 

And this principle has a way of driving us 
subliminally in the run up to Christmas. We want a 
Christmas packed to the gills. So our December calendars 
quickly fill up with family get-togethers, company parties, 
Christmas pageants and plays, Christmas caroling, concerts, 
those endless trips to the mall, Christmas card writing, TV 
Christmas special-watching, house decorating, cookie 
baking, and anything else you can squeeze in. 

Ϧ.ǳǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΧϦ we think to 
ourselves. Really? Do we really need all the wear and tear, 
the stress and the credit card melt-down come January? To 
our way of thinking once they are a part of how we άdoέ 
Christmas, we canΩt say, "No." Simply because a great 
Christmas is a full Christmas.  

Is it any wonder, then, that our Christmases are 
more hectic than holy, more exhausting than exhilarating, 
more painful than joyful? The tragedy is we have robbed 
ourselves of one of the most precious features of the first 
Christmas.  

Every year we successfully recreate and remember 
many features of the first Christmas as we listen again to the 
Christmas Gospels. We recreate and remember baby Jesus, 
Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and angels. We recreate the 
stable and manger, sometimes even the animals. But there 
is one feature of that first Christmas we make impossible for 
ourselves to receive: ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ.  

After the sounds of labor and delivery had fled into 
the night, quiet reigned supreme on the first Christmas, 
interrupted only by the angels song of praise. The remainder 
of that first Christmas was all about quiet and meditation. 
You can almost see Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds, 
standing and sitting there in stunned silence, meditating 
upon the words of the angel: CƻǊ ǳƴǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ ŀ {ŀǾƛƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ό[ǳƪŜ нΥммύΦ  

Probably one of the greatest reasons Ϧ{ƛƭŜƴǘ bƛƎƘǘϦ 
is so loved by many millions of people, is simply because it  

 

 
expresses something we long to have but never find on our 
own: ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ. The ǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅΣ Ƙƻǿ ǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻƴŘǊƻǳǎ ƎƛƊ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ that  Phillip Brooks expresses in άh 
[ƛǧƭŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳέ is the opportunity to stop, to be 
quiet, and to meditate on what the birth of Jesus really 
means. In our silence, we can begin to be like Mary who 
treasured and pondered what God had done. That is one of 
the reasons why something stirs in our hearts when we sing 
of that first silent night when all was calm and all was bright.  

Martin Luther, also understood the importance of 
quiet. He once wrote: 

¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǧƭŜ 
ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǇƻƴŘŜǊ 
ƛǘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƘŜŀǊǘΦ bƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǊƛǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƘƻƭŘ ǎǝƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǾŜǎǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƛǎ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ώǘƘŜ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦϐ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΥ ƛƴ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǝƭƭ ǇƻƴŘ ƛǘ 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƴƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǊƳ ǳǇ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘΦ {ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŀǊƳŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘϥǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘǊƻǳǎ ŘŜŜŘǎΣ ǎƻ 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŬǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ 
ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅƻǳǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎǝƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴŘ ƴƻ ŜƴŘ 
ƻŦ ǿƻƴŘǊƻǳǎ ŘŜŜŘǎ (LW 52:8-9). 

IsnΩt that great advice? If you really want to 
experience all that Christmas is, then be quiet and still like a 
pond rather than a rushing stream and go running here and 
there. ThatΩs how you can absorb what GodΩs treasure of His 
Son is all about in the Christmas Gospel. In our silence and 
moments of peace, the Holy Spirit works in our hearts and 
mind directing us to the true meaning of Christmas. That 
meaning will go beyond the simple truth, Christ is born. It 
wonΩt stop with the truth that Christ the Savior is born. But 
the Holy Spirit directs us to the real comfort; that Christ the 
Savior is born for you, to be the antidote for your sin, to 
rescue you from everlasting punishment and give you 
everlasting life. This, as well as much more comes as we 
quietly ponder the treasure of His birth.  

Many will continue thinking and acting as if a good 
life is a full life and that a good Christmas is a full Christmas. 
Our God disagrees. He invites us to know that a good 
Christmas is a quiet Christmas, a quiet Christmas spent 
meditating upon the riches of Christ. That will bring you 
lasting joy when the trappings of Christmas are long gone. 
That will bring you peace, the peace of Christ that passes all 
understanding. A blessed and quiet Christmas to everyone! 
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Let Godôs Love  
Be  Your Priority 

This December At St. Paul 
As you plan your familyôs holiday schedule, 

prepare for Christôs coming. Not only for Christmas 
Eve but all the services and activities here at St. 
Paulôs. Each one emphasizes the love of God in 

Christ Jesus. Donôt put Christ to the back burner. 
Yes, Christmas is a special time but  it isnôt only 
about family and friends. Christmas is Godôs gift to 

you. Christmas isnôt something we give to ourselves 
but rather the gift of Christ given for us.   

¶ St. Paul Lutheran Preschool & Little 
Learners Advent/Christmas Service ñA Tree 
For Christmasò: Wednesday, December 12, 
2018 at 6:30PM 

 

¶ St. Paul Youth ñChristmas Cookie Saleò: 
Sunday, December 9, 2018 between services 

 

¶ St. Paul Lutheran Sunday School Christmas 
Service ñSaints and Angel Hosts Rejoiceò: 
Sunday, December 23, 2018 at 9:00AM 

 

¶ St. Paul Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
with Holy Communion: Monday, December 
24, 2018 at 6:30PM 

 

¶ Christmas Day Worship: Tuesday, 
December 25, 2018 at 9AM.  Christmas 
Recitals before worship: 8:30AM. 

 

¶ Sunday, December 30, 2018:  9:00AM 
Worship  

 

¶ Monday, December 31, 2018: 4:30PM New 
Yearôs Eve Worship with Holy Communion 

 

¶ No Sunday School/Bible Class on 
December 23, 2018 or December 30, 2018. 
Sunday School/Bible Class resumes its 
normal schedule on January 6, 2019 

 

¶ Sunday, January 6, 2019: Installation of 
Church Officers Sunday during both 
services: 7:45/10:30AM 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
St. Paul Youth  

Christmas Cookie Sale  
St. Paul Youth ñThe Wayò will be hosting a 
Christmas Cookie/Candy Sale on Sunday, 
December 9, 2018 at 9:15AM, sharp! Please no 
early sales until the congregation is dismissed 
following early service. A wonderful assortment of 
Christmas cookies will be available along with 
candy and other items that come with the season. 
You can help the St. Paul Youth Program in two 
ways. First: by donating cookies from your own 
kitchen. Second: by purchasing cookies from the 
Christmas Cookie Sale. The cookies will be sold by 
the plate at $5.00.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Christmas Recitals 
If you are currently taking music lessons or are in 
the school band or are having piano lessonséplease 
consider sharing your talents to our Saviorôs praise 
for Christmas Day. We would like to start the 
Christmas recital at 8:30 AM on Christmas Day.  If 
you would like to be a part of this event, please sign 
up on the sheet located in the fellowship hallway. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Paul Choir News 

During the month of December, the Choir will be 
rehearsing at 9:00AM on Sunday mornings to 
practice for the Christmas Eve Service. If you 
would like to come please speak with Pastor or 
Bonnie Lewin. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=church+news+clipart&view=detail&id=FF42AF9D4659831F455BCE380284D7AD4786E9DB&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+cookies&view=detail&id=E58A9D6DA4934612BD4876D28154C30664735692&first=72
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Upcoming Catechism Schedule 
Parents are reminded that on Wednesday, December 
12, 2018 there will not be Catechism Class. This is 
due to the St. Paul Preschool and Little Learners 
Advent/Christmas Service. Catechism will also take 
its Christmas Break on Wednesday, December 26th 
& January 2. Catechism Class resumes on January 
9, 2019 from 6:30-8PM. 
 

 
Sunday School Parents 
Your Help Is Needed! 

Students of St. Paul Lutheran Sunday School have 
begun their practice for their Christmas service, held 
on Sunday, December 23 at 9:00AM. The title of 
this yearôs Sunday School Service is ñSaints and 
Angel Hosts Rejoiceò. The children have received a 
printed copy of the Christmas service. Please have 
your child bring their copy along each Sunday! 
Parents are encouraged to bring their children 
regularly during these Sundays, so that the children 
will be familiar with the hymns, carols and 
recitations. Parents, your help is needed at home to 
help your son or daughter with their Christmas 
pieces. Help them to read it out loud, slowly and 
clearly and to memorize it.  

 

 
 

2019 Church Envelopes 
Please check your mailboxes for your 2019 Church 
Envelopes which will be distributed later this 
month. Also if you are interested, you can save the 
congregation the expense of paper envelopes 
through St. Paul Lutheran Automatic Contributions 
Program. You can save time and expense from 
writing and handling checks through this program. 
Automatic contributions are just like automated or 
electronic transfers that you may be using with 
payroll checks, loan payments or monthly bill 
payments. Automatic contributions is an easier, 
more secure method to make regular contributions 
to your congregation through automated gifts. If this 
sounds like this might be useful, please take a 
moment to contact the church office at 446-3251 for 
more information. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Preschool – Sunday School 

 Worship Opportunities 
During the busy month of December, please keep 
the following events highlighted on your family 
activity calendar.  
§ Wednesday, December 12, 2018 will be the St. 
Paul Preschool & Little Learners  Advent/
Christmas Service at 6:30 PM.  The worship 
theme for this service is ñA Tree For 
Christmasò. It presents the Christmas Gospel as 
more than just a story but Godôs gift to all! 

§ Sunday, December 23, 2018 will be the St. Paul 
Sunday School Christmas Service at 9:00AM, 
entitled ñSaints and Angel Hosts Rejoiceò. 
Parents are asked to have their children at 
church one half hour (8:30AM) before service 
time at 9:00AM. Christmas bags will be 
distributed following each of these services to 
the students of our Daycare/Sunday School as 
well as children present in the congregation for 
these services. Following the St. Paul Lutheran 
Sunday School Christmas Service, there will be 
a fellowship hour. Come and enjoy fellowship 
and the love of Christ the Savior with your 
fellow members and friends in our community. 

 

 
 

Christmas Poinsettia Tree                               
ñIn Memory ofò or ñIn Honor ofò  

This year St. Paulôs will again display a poinsettia 
tree in the narthex of church for the upcoming 
Christmas season. The poinsettias will be displayed 
starting on December 9th and will remain on display 
until after New Yearôs Eve Worship. A bulletin 
insert will also be produced listing the names of 
loved ones that plants are honoring. If you would 
like to honor a loved one with a poinsettia ñIn 
Memory Ofò or ñIn Honor Ofòô; please fill out an 
order form located in the church hallway and return 
it to the church office. The cost for each plant is 
$10.00. Orders will be taken through Sunday, 
December 2nd; plants can be picked up and enjoyed 
at home following New Yearôs Eve Worship on 
December 31. 
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Sounds of the Season! 
Looking for something more than the usual ñSounds 
of the Seasonò that you find on AM/FM radio? The 
internet has wonderful radio stations, with beautiful 
Advent/Christmas music and carols you wonôt hear 
anywhere else! If your computer has speakers or 
you have a lap top with speakers included, this just 
might be the ticket to making your Christmas season 
wonderful! Some are familiar carols you remember 
singing as a child; others are new that emphasize 
what the joy of the Advent/Christmas season is all 
about: Christ The Newborn King! Check these out. 
Lutheran Public Radio:  
 http://lutheranpublicradio.org/ 
From Germany: 
  http://www.klassikradio.de/programm/   
  channels/christmas 

 

Exercise Class at St. Paul  
Due to work conflicts with our exercise leader, 
Theresa Gurgel; the Exercise Class that meets on 
Thursday at 4PM is cancelled during the month of 
December. Please watch the bulletin for further 
information. Theresa would like to resume the class 
at its usual time after the first of the year. 
 

 
 News From Altar Guild  

Altar Guild members of St. Paul are asked to once 
again check your purse/or where you hang your 
house keys at home for the Altar Guild Church Key 
which members use to get into church to change 
paraments/set up for communion. If you have the 
key please put it in the drawer in the Bible Class 
room by the sink. Also Altar Guild is in need of two 
new people who would be willing to help the guild 
in the New Year due to retirements. Please speak 
with Julie Hansen at 920-858-2716 or call the 
church office at 446-3251. Thanks for your help!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Work We Can All Do  

ñLove Packagesò - Love Packages is a Christian 
ministry that is putting Christian literature and 
Bibles into the hands of people around the world. 
Love Packages based in Decatur, Alabama 
(affiliated with Billy Graham Ministries); is asking 
Christians across the United States to send Bibles, 
Sunday School materials, books, etc., that you have 
at home that you have read or would like to pass 
along. They are sent on to ministries in many poor 
countries to distribute freely to people hungry for 
the Word of God. These are materials that many 
Christians have which may be collecting dust on 
shelves. Now it can be repurposed again by being 
used to reach souls for Christ, encourage and build 
up the Church, and to cause the light of Christ in 
dark places. Mission: Love Packages exists to 
glorify God through the distribution of the Word of 
God to hungry hearts throughout the world. If you 
have gently used good Lutheran material at home 
please consider bringing it to church and place in 
the box labelled: Love Packages in the church 
fellowship area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://lutheranpublicradio.org/
http://www.klassikradio.de/programm/channels/christmas
http://www.klassikradio.de/programm/channels/christmas


5 

Winter Book Festival Coming 

 This coming January-February 2019 St. PaulΩs Winter 
Book Festival returns. New this year is the opportunity 
to vote on a selection you would like to read! Pastor has 
three choices for this yearΩs festival: 

§ άChrist Have Mercy: How To Put Your Faith In 
Actionέ by Matthew Harrison @ Bulk Discount 
through Concordia Publishing House - 272 pages 

 

 

 

 

aŜǊŎȅτǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎτŀƴŘ 
ƻǳǊ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜǊŎȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ .ƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƻ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǘƻ 
ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ōƻƭŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΦτŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜŦŀŎŜ  

 For two thousand years Christians have echoed 
the pleas of blind men and beggars, Ϧ/ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƳŜǊŎȅΗϦ These words are part of the historic liturgy (the 
Kyrie) and have been sighed on deathbeds and in sick 
rooms and after natural and man-made disasters. But 
what does it mean to ask our Lord and Savior for mercy? 
And what about Christ's command to be merciful, even 
as God has been merciful to us? Through Scripture 
study, real-life experiences, and the writings of Lutheran 
Church Fathers, Christ Have Mercy urges Christians to 
consider the innumerable opportunities we have to 
show mercy—to fellow Christians and to anyone God 
places in our path. (Includes Study Guide) 

§ άGrace Upon Grace: Spirituality For Todayέ by John 
W. Kleinig @ Bulk Discount through Concordia 
Publishing House - 287 pages  

 

 

 

 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
WŜǎǳǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 
.ŀǇǝǎƳΣ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Iƻƭȅ {ǳǇǇŜǊΣ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦϦ ς ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ  

 

The longing for spiritual fulfillment, 
 inevitably paired with spiritual frustration, is common 
among Christians. 5ƻ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘΚ 5ƻ ǿŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀȅΚ 5ƻ 
ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎΚ Iƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭΚ  

And the answers from numerous self-help 
spirituality books only lead to confusion and the fear of 
missing key steps on the road to becoming spiritual. In 
response, John W. Kleinig clarifies that there is no 
process for becoming spiritual. Instead, God graciously 
gives to us every spiritual gift that we need, beginning 
with the very gift of faith in Christ, our Savior. Because 
God has joined us to Christ, He continually comes to 
give us life.  

§    άEcho: Unbroken Truth Worth Repeating Againέ by 
Jonathon Fisk@ Bulk Discount through Concordia 
Publishing House-328 pages  

Christianity is not the ability to memorize or 
recite from books of Scripture or doctrine. It is not 
magic. It is not social club, counseling group, or self-help 
support group. It does not promise that you will be 
healthy, wealthy, wise, or even happy. Christianity is a 
truth—a truth first heard at the beginning of time that 
has echoed to this present age. A truth so profound that 
no man can master it, yet even a child can learn 
it.Jonathan Fisk introduces his readers to that truth. He 
lays it out as simply as a child counts to ten on his 
fingers. Yet, training to hear the Echo, the reader will 
come to understand the wisdom that Fisk imparts is 
bottomless. Fisk teaches nothing less than the distilled, 
unbreakable Christian Echo, the very thing which has 
radically changed humanity in every nation and tongue 
that it has ever been repeated. It the most astoundingly 
complete description of what life is and why it is worth 
living. And itΩs worth repeating. Again. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor will have a display of these books hopefully after 
December 15th . Voting will take place from December 
15th through December 31. Once again we will be able 
to get a Bulk Discount Price if we can get 25 or more 
copies to be ordered. Watch the bulletin and January/
February Newsletter for results of the voting and we 
should have copies of the book in your hands by early 
January. 



6 

ST. PAUL        SCRIP 
 

 
 

 

 

Scrip cards can be purchased on Sunday 
mornings after both services and are also 
sold during the week in the Church Office.  
Orders are placed every Monday morning 
for cards not kept on hand and are usually 
ready to be picked up by Wednesday 
afternoon. If you have any questions 
regarding the Scrip program or would like to 
request a card that we donôt currently have 
on hand to be kept on hand, please call the 
Church Office at 446-3251. 

 

 

Be sure to place you order by Dec. 16 
for delivery before Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

       Scrip Cards On Hand: 

 Amazon $25 

           American Eagle $25 

 Applebeeôs $25 

           BP Gas $50/$100     

           Bath & Body Works $10/$25  

           Buffalo Wild Wings $25 

           Cabelaôs $25 

           Cheddarôs Scratch Kitchen $25 

 Chiliôs $25  

           Copps/Pick N Save $25/$100 

           Culverôs $10 

           Dickôs Sporting Goods $25   

           Festival Foods (Appleton/Oshkosh) $50/$100 

           Festival Foods (New London) $25/$50  

           Fleet Farm $25/$100 

           Hotel Fremont $10 

 iTunes $15/$25 

 Kohlôs $25/$100    

 Kwik Trip $25/$50/$100 

 Menards $25 

 Olive Garden $25    

 Piggly Wiggly $25/$50 

 Red Lobster $25 

 Scheels $25 

 Subway $10 

 Target $10/$25 

 Walgreens $25 

 Walmart/Sams Club $10/$25/$50/$100 

 Woodmanôs $50/$100 
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1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter October

Operational Income $36,418.00 $39,658.00 $36,333.00 $11,484.00

Operational Expenses $41,894.00 $41,751.00 $38,062.00 $15,926.00

Excess Income/Expenses($5,476.00) ($2,093.00) ($1,729.00) ($4,442.00)

Total Excess Income/Expenses ($13,740.00)

 
St. Paul Lutheran Church Council 

October 16, 2018 
 

The meeting was called to order by Doug Ehrenberg at 6:28 pm. 
Pastor opened with a devotion. 
wƻƭƭΥ  Matthew Voigt, Bob Wendt, Mark Peters, Pastor Pope, Scott Krause, Jerry Harris, Phil Lewin, Ken Rothe, Bobbi Marks, Doug Eh-
renberg, Sandy Smith, Paul Krause. 
!ōǎŜƴǘΥ  Stewardship/Evangelism  
aƛƴǳǘŜǎΥ  The minutes of the September council meeting were reviewed.  Motion by Ken Rothe, seconded by Mark Peters to approve.  
Motion carried. 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ  The September treasurer report was reviewed.  Motion by Phil Lewin, seconded by Scott Krause to approve.  Motion car-
ried. 
tŀǎǘƻǊΥ  Transfer in are Hunter and Candace Jagla.  Motion by Phil Lewin, seconded by Scott Krause.  Motion carried.  Thanks to every-
one that helped at Oktoberfest.  The gospel sing a long will be this coming Sunday at 3 pm.  Will be starting a video bible study around 
Thanksgiving.  The Holiday service schedule is as follows: Dec. 23 Sunday School Christmas program at 9 am, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve at 6:30 
pm, Dec. 25 Christmas Day at 9 am.  Recommended for New Years one service on Dec. 30 at 9 am, and Dec 31 New Years Eve Service with 
Holy Communion at 4:30 pm.  Motion by Bobbi Marks, seconded by Scott Krause to approve the recommended New Years schedule.  Mo-
tion carried.  Elders have been working on Mission Statement.  Pastor read the mission statement.  Motion by Bobbi Marks, seconded by 
Mark Peters to approve the previously read statement.  Motion carried.  Catechism is going well. 
 

9ƭŘŜǊǎΥ  Looking at the By-Laws.  Will likely be recommending some changes to them.  Reviewed church officers and salary recommenda-
tions.   

 

¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎΥ  Church was cleaned up outside prior to Oktoberfest.  Banner room has had some water issues that need addressing.  Quote 
was received to restore the phone in the elevator.  The cost is $660.00.  Motion by Bob Wendt, seconded by Phil Lewin to move forward 
with this repair.  Motion carried.   

 

.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΥ  Budget is down slightly.  But the balance is still positive.  Carpets were cleaned in the daycare and fellowship hall.  
This service was donated by JackΩs Maintenance.  The Sunday School Christmas program will be on Dec. 23 at 9 am.  The Way will have a 
meeting on Sunday Nov. 4, to find out the needs and wants of our youth and parents. 
{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇκ9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳΥ  Not Present.  

 

hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ 
 .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΥ  Looking at a camera for south door.  It was decided that a video doorbell was what is needed.  For the Nov. 
 meeting Matt will bring 3 different quotes. 
 ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  Website update is ongoing.  Switching to a new site is time consuming.  
 aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 5ŀǘŀ wŜǾƛŜǿΥ  We caught a little more than half the members and got updated information.  The rest of the pack
 ets are here and after the meeting if council members could take them to people they know or see and get them updated it 
 would help move the process along.   
bŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ   
 нлмф hŶŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ƻŀǊŘ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎΥ  The following are a list of those terms that will expire and the nominees.  Chairman: 
 Doug Ehrenberg, Elders (2): Ken Rothe & Phil Lewin, Trustees (3): Terry Block & Pat Kons, Stewardship/Evangelism (3): Candace 
 Mitchell, Michelle Berndt, and Gayle Genz (She will finish Sue HansenΩs term), Board of Education (3): Jennifer Titus & Nikki 
 Schroeder, Church Finance: Kathy Krause, Neuschafer Fund: Andy Ebert.   
 нлмф aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎΥ  Recommendation are as follows:  Bakers: $3000/yr, Camp Luther: $1000/yr, Peace Campus: 
 $350/yr, WDUX/Lutheran Hour: ~$900/yr.  Motion by Bobbi Marks, seconded by Scott Krause.  Motion carried. 
 нлмф ²ŀƎŜ wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎΥ  Elders are recommending a 1.7% increase to all salaries.  Motion by Scott Krause, seconded by 
 Bobbi Marks.  Motion carried.  Guest Pastor pay would be $143 for one service, $200 for two services and $230 for two services 
 and bible study, plus IRS mileage.  Motion by Phil Lewin, seconded by Bobbi Marks. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Phil Lewin, seconded by Bobbi Marks to adjourn.  We adjourned at 7:32 pm. 
We closed with the LordΩs Prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted – Matthew Voigt – Secretary  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St. Paul Operational Budget - Below is a financial snapshot by quarter of how we are doing 
meeting our goals for 2018.  
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December  4 ï Owen Boettcher 

December 7 -   Levi Owen 

December 10 ï Dennis Belling 

December11 ï Joyce Abraham, Joan VanOrnum 

December 12 ï Joel Titus, Larry Marquardt 

December 13 ï Lindsi Miller, Bob Winters,  
     Mattison Bossert 

December 16 ï Kristen Hanten 

December 18 ï Jack Bartol 

December 19 ï Eric Berndt 

December 21 ï Nicholas Fischer, Roy Kester 

December 22 ï Tyler Arrowood, Dawn Krause 

December 23 ï Haylee Weisshahn 

December 26 ï Lewis Koplien, Gordon Puls 

December 27 ï Harlan Kiesow, Nancy Gorchals         

December 31 ï Fred Barth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December   1 ï Bill & Candace Mitchell 

     TC & Brittany Bartol 

December 12 ï Irvin & Debora Kloehn 

December 18 ï Larry & Audrey Stichman 

December 22 ï Andy & Jessicah Bartel 

December 26 ï David & Karen Looker 

December 28 ï Michael & Brigette Mapes 

December 30 - Eric & Michelle Berndt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ н ϧ ф ϧ мс 

DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ    мǎǘ   ς tŀǳƭ YǊŀǳǎŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ      
         нƴŘ  ς tŀǳƭ ϧ YŀǊŜƴ IŀǊǘǊƛŎƪ 
¦ǎƘŜǊǎ       мǎǘ   ς tŀǳƭ ϧ 5ŀǿƴ YǊŀǳǎŜ                
          !ǳǎǝƴ ϧ [ƻƎŀƴ YǊŀǳǎŜ 
        нƴŘ   ς tŀǳƭ  ϧ YŀǊŜƴ IŀǊǘǊƛŎƪ                                    
          tŀǘ DƻǊŎƘŀƭǎΣ IŀǊƭŜȅ .ŀǊǘŜƭ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ но 
(Sunday School Christmas Service 9:00AM)  

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нп 
(Christmas Eve Worship 6:30PM)  

DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ   ς  aƛƪŜ ϧ tŀǩ .ŜƛƭŦǳǎǎ 
¦ǎƘŜǊǎ      ς  5ƻǳƎ 9ƘǊŜƴōŜǊƎΣ wƻȅ ¢ƻŜǇƪŜ  
  YƛǊƪ 5ŜƭǿƛŎƘŜΣ .ǊȅŎŜ !ƪŜȅ 
 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нр(9AM Christmas Day Service)  

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ол ό9AM Service) 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ом(4:30PM New YearΩs Eve Service) 

DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ   ς  aŀǊŎ ϧ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ DǳǊƎŜƭ   
¦ǎƘŜǊǎ      ς  [ŜŜ ϧ WǳƭƛŜ IŀƴǎŜƴ  
  wƻƎŜǊ ϧ Iƻƭƭȅ {ŎƘǊŜƛōŜǊ 
 
 

ACOLYTES 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ н  мǎǘ  ς Lŀƴ [ƛŜōŜƭ  
   нƴŘ ς aŀŎƪŜƴȊƛŜ IŀƴǎŜƴ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ф  мǎǘ  ς YŀƘƭƛ ²ŜƛǎǎƘŀƘƴ 
   нƴŘ ς [ŀƴŘŜƴ .ŜǊǊŜƴǎ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мс мǎǘ  ς /ƻƭǘƻƴ /ƻƴƴƻǊ 
   нƴŘ - wŜƛƭƭȅ /ƭŀŀǎǎŜƴ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ но   фΥлл!a  ς [ǳƪŜ 9ƘǊŜƴōŜǊƎ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нп   сΥолta  ς /ƻƴƴƻǊ 5ŜƭǿƛŎƘŜ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нр   фΥлл!a  ς aŀŘƛǎƻƴ IŀƴǎŜƴ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ол   фΥлл!a  ς /ŀǊǎƻƴ !ǊǊƻǿƻƻŘ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ом   пΥолta  ς DǊŀŎŜ 9ōŜǊǘ 
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{ǘΦ tŀǳƭ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ-tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 

December 2018  
 

107 Tustin Road  Fremont, WI 54940                   Telephone:920 -446-3633  

E-mail: stpaulchildcare@centurytel.net  

Director: Sandra Smith   (920 -407-1191)   

Preschool Program Teacher: Nancy Bleck   School Age Teacher: Tammy Yonke     Little Learners Teacher: Nan Young  

Child Care Teachers:  Shelly Kohl, Susan McGlin, Jane Freer, Tammy Ebert, Allie Bellin, Lauren Kester, Jordan Krause  

 

CALENDAR 
  December 12 6:30 Preschool/Little Learners Christmas Service 

  December 24 St. Paul Closed 

  December 25 Christmas Day-St. Paul Closed 

  December 26-28 WF No School  St Paul Child Care Open 

  December 31 St. Paul Closed 

  January 1  St. Paul Closed 

 
 

 

 

 

The Preschool/Little Learners Christmas Service, ñA Tree For Christmasò, will be presented at 6:30 
PM on Wednesday, December 12.  Please have the children here by 6:15 PM.  They will meet in Ms 
Nancyôs Room.  Look for more information from your childôs teacher.  It is always a joy to hear 

young children tell the story of the birth of the baby Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Wednesday     December 12   6:30PM  St. Paul Lutheran Preschool & Little Learners Christmas Service 

 Sunday     December 23   9:00AM    St. Paul Lutheran Sunday School Christmas Service 

 Monday December 24  6:30PM   St. Paul Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion 

 Tuesday   December 25  9:00AM    St. Paul Christmas Day Festival Worship 

 Sunday            December 30 9:00AM  St. Paul Church Service 

 Monday December 31 4:30PM  St. Paul New YearΩs Eve Worship with Holy Communion 

 

SAVE THE DATES 

February 13 - Grandparents Day 
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