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There is a principle of life that most Americans (and
Christians) cherish and follow. And more than any other
time of the vyear, this principle seems to take over at
Christmas. The principle isthis: ¢ KS 322 R f AIF S
other words, the good life is a life packed full with as many
experiences as you can possibly have. The good life is life
bursting at the seams with all the experiences that life has
to offer.

And this principle has a way of driving us
subliminally in the run up to Christmas. We want a
Christmas packed to the gills. So our December calendars
quickly fill up with family get-togethers, company parties,
Christmas pageants and plays, Christmas caroling, concerts,
those endless trips to the mall, Christmas card writing, TV
Christmas special-watching, house decorating, cookie
baking, and anything else you can squeeze in.

b.dzi ¢S YSSR XHwe thiikkKis &
ourselves. Really? Do we really need all the wear and tear,
the stress and the credit card melt-down come January? To
our way of thinking once they are a part of how we Odo€
Christmas, we can@® say, "No." Simply because a great
Christmas is a full Christmas.

Is it any wonder, then, that our Christmases are
more hectic than holy, more exhausting than exhilarating,
more painful than joyful? The tragedy is we have robbed
ourselves of one of the most precious features of the first
Christmas.

Every year we successfully recreate and remember
many features of the first Christmas as we listen again to the
Christmas Gospels. We recreate and remember baby Jesus,
Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and angels. We recreate the
stable and manger, sometimes even the animals. But there
is one feature of that first Christmas we make impossible for
ourselvestoreceive: 0 KS ljdzA SG. 2 F

After the sounds of labor and delivery had fled into
the night, quiet reigned supreme on the first Christmas,
interrupted only by the angels song of praise. The remainder
of that first Christmas was all about quiet and meditation.
You can almost see Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds,
standing and sitting there in stunned silence, meditating
upon the words of theangel: C2 NJ dzy 12 &2 dz A
GKS OAGE 2F 51 PARS |

Probably one of the greatest reasons h { A f Sy (i
is so loved by many millions of people, is simply because it
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quiet, and to meditate on what the birth of Jesus really
means. In our silence, we can begin to be like Mary who
treasured and pondered what God had done. That is one of
tha r@asohs why 88idthing stirsfirSo® hearts when we sing
of that first silent night when all was calm and all was bright.
Martin Luther, also understood the importance of

quiet. He once wrote:
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Isn®@ that great advice? If you really want to
experience all that Christmas is, then be quiet and still like a
pond rather than a rushing stream and go running here and
there. That@Qhow you can absorb what GodQ treasure of His
Son is all about in the Christmas Gospel. In our silence and
moments of peace, the Holy Spirit works in our hearts and
mind directing us to the true meaning of Christmas. That
meaning will go beyond the simple truth, Christ is born. It
won@® stop with the truth that Christ the Savior is born. But
the Holy Spirit directs us to the real comfort; that Christ the
Savior is born for you, to be the antidote for your sin, to

| KN &1és¥ub §ou from everlasting punishment and give you

everlasting life. This, as well as much more comes as we
quietly ponder the treasure of His birth.

Many will continue thinking and acting as if a good
life is a full life and that a good Christmas is a full Christmas.
Our God disagrees. He invites us to know that a good
Christmas is a quiet Christmas, a quiet Christmas spent
dmedaiMgMiporil tKeAridhes Rt GhristA That will bring you

{ I @A 2 NEtingidy Aher the trapKimdhof Christthds Sre 1bng dode.

Thatdl srihdyou peace, the peace of Christ that passes all
understanding. A blessed and quiet Christmas to everyone!
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This coming January-February 2019 St. Paul@Q Winter

Fest val Th&psmgiforpgtual fulfillment,
inevitably paired with splrltual frustratlon |s common
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among Christians. 5 2 S NBI
Book Festival returns. New this year is the opportunity Sy2daAKK 52 ¢S ¢2N&A K ALl 2DSY
to vote on a selection you would like to read! Pastor has S LINI & Sy2daKs Ay (KS O2N
three choices for this yearQ festival: GKAYy3IaK 126 R2 4S8 6502YS8 (N

§ OChrist Have Mercy: How To Put Your Faith In
Actioné¢ by Matthew Harrison @ Bulk Discount
through Concordia Publishing House - 272 pages

And the answers from numerous self-help
spirituality books only lead to confusion and the fear of
missing key steps on the road to becoming spiritual. In
response, John W. Kleinig clarifies that there is no
process for becoming spiritual. Instead, God graciously
gives to us every spiritual gift that we need, beginning
with the very gift of faith in Christ, our Savior. Because
God has joined us to Christ, He continually comes to
give us life.

aSNIigKS YSNOe 2F / TKI'N)MIfé (s GE2ho: Un¥rbken TratNWordniRepeating Againé by
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For two thousand years Christians have echoed

the pleas of blind men and beggars, h/ KN&X & i =

Y S NXTBeb¢ kyords are part of the historic liturgy (the
Kyrie) and have been sighed on deathbeds and in sick
rooms and after natural and man-made disasters. But
what does it mean to ask our Lord and Savior for mercy?
And what about Christ's command to be merciful, even
as God has been merciful to us? Through Scripture
study, real-life experiences, and the writings of Lutheran
Church Fathers, Christ Have Mercy urges Christians to
consider the innumerable opportunities we have to
show mercy—to fellow Christians and to anyone God
places in our path. (Includes Study Guide)

§ OGrace Upon Grace: Spirituality For Today€ by John
W. Kleinig @ Bulk Discount through Concordia
Publishing House - 287 pages
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support group. It does not promise that you will be
healthy, wealthy, wise, or even happy. Christianity is a
trufh+-a2&th first heard at the beginning of time that
has echoed to this present age. A truth so profound that
no man can master it, yet even a child can learn
it.Jonathan Fisk introduces his readers to that truth. He
lays it out as simply as a child counts to ten on his
fingers. Yet, training to hear the Echo, the reader will
come to understand the wisdom that Fisk imparts is
bottomless. Fisk teaches nothing less than the distilled,
unbreakable Christian Echo, the very thing which has
radically changed humanity in every nation and tongue
that it has ever been repeated. It the most astoundingly
complete description of what life is and why it is worth
living. And itQ worth repeating. Again.
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Pastor will have a display of these books hopefully after
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Purchase your
Cards today. We
have something
for everyone on
your list!

Be sure to place you order by Dec. 16
for delivery before Christmas.
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Chedsda3$cratch Kitchen
Chiol i$25

Copps/ Pick N Save $25/
Cul&ef10

Di 8k Sporting Goods $2°¢
Festival Foods (Appl et
Festival Foods (New Lo
Fl eet Farm $25/$%$100
Hot el Fremont $10

i Tunes $15/$25

KoBl $25/ $100

Kwi k Trip $25/$50/ $10(
Menards $25

Ol ive Garden $25
Piggly Wiggly $25/%$50
Red Lobster $25
Scheels $25

Subway $10

Target $10/$25

Wal greens $25

Wal mart/ Sams Club $10/
Woodmisans50/ $100



St. Paul Lutheran Church Council
October 16, 2018

The meeting was called to order by Doug Ehrenberg at 6:28 pm.

Pastor opened with a devotion.

w 2 fMatdhew Voigt, Bob Wendt, Mark Peters, Pastor Pope, Scott Krause, Jerry Harris, Phil Lewin, Ken Rothe, Bobbi Marks, Doug Eh-
renberg, Sandy Smith, Paul Krause.

| & & Ssyeiwardship/Evangelism

aly dz{Ha &ilutes of the September council meeting were reviewed. Motion by Ken Rothe, seconded by Mark Peters to approve.
Motion carried.

¢ NB | & TteNsBpieddber treasurer report was reviewed. Motion by Phil Lewin, seconded by Scott Krause to approve. Motion car-
ried.

t | & (TémN@¥ in are Hunter and Candace Jagla. Motion by Phil Lewin, seconded by Scott Krause. Motion carried. Thanks to every-
one that helped at Oktoberfest. The gospel sing a long will be this coming Sunday at 3 pm. Will be starting a video bible study around
Thanksgiving. The Holiday service schedule is as follows: Dec. 23 Sunday School Christmas program at 9 am, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve at 6:30
pm, Dec. 25 Christmas Day at 9 am. Recommended for New Years one service on Dec. 30 at 9 am, and Dec 31 New Years Eve Service with
Holy Communion at 4:30 pm. Motion by Bobbi Marks, seconded by Scott Krause to approve the recommended New Years schedule. Mo-
tion carried. Elders have been working on Mission Statement. Pastor read the mission statement. Motion by Bobbi Marks, seconded by
Mark Peters to approve the previously read statement. Motion carried. Catechism is going well.

9 f R $d¥BinY at the By-Laws. Will likely be recommending some changes to them. Reviewed church officers and salary recommenda-
tions.

¢ NHza (CIaishwds cleaned up outside prior to Oktoberfest. Banner room has had some water issues that need addressing. Quote
was received to restore the phone in the elevator. The cost is $660.00. Motion by Bob Wendt, seconded by Phil Lewin to move forward
with this repair. Motion carried.

21 NR 27T BudgetzOdownzlightly. But the balance is still positive. Carpets were cleaned in the daycare and fellowship hall.
This service was donated by Jack@Q Maintenance. The Sunday School Christmas program will be on Dec. 23 at 9 am. The Way will have a
meeting on Sunday Nov. 4, to find out the needs and wants of our youth and parents.

{GS61 NRAKALINAmdseyitISE AAYY
ht R .dzaAySaay

dzA f R A Yy JlodkifgBGrdzbddheiadoY south door. It was decided that a video doorbell was what is needed. For the Nov.
meeting Matt will bring 3 different quotes.

2 § o & WiabSit¥ update is ongoing. Switching to a new site is time consuming.

aSYoSNBKALI SWeitakghtw I8t m&ehan half the members and got updated information. The rest of the pack
ets are here and after the meeting if council members could take them to people they know or see and get them updated it
would help move the process along.

daArySaay
Hamd hYOSNI I YR . héfollBwing &e¥s fisyof thoge YedmY that will expire and the nominees. Chairman:
Doug Ehrenberg, Elders (2): Ken Rothe & Phil Lewin, Trustees (3): Terry Block & Pat Kons, Stewardship/Evangelism (3): Candace
Mitchell, Michelle Berndt, and Gayle Genz (She will finish Sue HansenQterm), Board of Education (3): Jennifer Titus & Nikki
Schroeder, Church Finance: Kathy Krause, Neuschafer Fund: Andy Ebert.

HAMGp aArAaairzy Réc@myh¥halation égfaéféllb’ws: Bakers: $3000/yr, Camp Luther: $1000/yr, Peace Campus:
$350/yr, WDUX/Lutheran Hour: ~$900/yr. Motion by Bobbi Marks, seconded by Scott Krause. Motion carried.

Hamd 21 38 wS O EMesSry rRcbnan2ndifig 1.7% increase to all salaries. Motion by Scott Krause, seconded by
Bobbi Marks. Motion carried. Guest Pastor pay would be $143 for one service, $200 for two services and $230 for two services
and bible study, plus IRS mileage. Motion by Phil Lewin, seconded by Bobbi Marks. Motion carried.

Motion by Phil Lewin, seconded by Bobbi Marks to adjourn. We adjourned at 7:32 pm.
We closed with the LordQ Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted — Matthew Voigt — Secretary

St Paul Op e +Baldwads @ finbnciaBsuagsgoe by quarter of how we are doing

meeting our goals for 2018. 1st Quarter|2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter | October
Operational Income $36,418.00 | $39,658.00 | $36,333.00 | $11,484.00
Operational Expenses | $41,894.00 | $41,751.00 $38,062.00 | $15,926.00

Excess Income/Expensd

S($5,476.00)

($2,093.00)

($1,729.00)

($4,442.00)

Total Excess Income/Expenses

7

($13,740.00)
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107 Tustin Road Fremont,WI 54940
E-mail: stpaulchildcare@centurytel.net

Director: Sandra Smith (920

-407-1191)
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Telephone:920 -446-3633

Preschool Program Teacher: Nancy Bleck School Age Teacher: Tammy Yonke Little Learners Teacher: Nan Young
Child Care Teachers: Shelly Kohl, Susan McGlin, Jane Freer, Tammy Ebert, Allie Bellin, Lauren Kester, Jordan Krause

CALENDAR

reschool / Little Learner

De
De
De
De
De
Ja

5 O O O O O
c ® @® d d @D

mb e2r8 2VBF

mber6:120 P
mberSt24 Paul Cl osed

mberCRri st mé&ss .DaPyaul Cl osed
No School St Paul Chi
mberSt3.1 Paul Cl osed
ary 3t . Pa

ul Cl osed

d

The Preschool/ Little
PM on Wednesday, December 12. Pl ease have the ¢
Nan&y Room. Look for more indorema¢chem. frloim iysoua
young children tell the story of the bi
Come /.}/r-/";//y/ ( '}//'/AV 74
Wednesday December 12 6:30PM St. Paul Lutheran Preschool & Little Learners Christmas Service
Sunday December 23 9:00AM St. Paul Lutheran Sunday School Christmas Service
Monday December 24 6:30PM St. Paul Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion
Tuesday December 25 9:00AM St. Paul Christmas Day Festival Worship
Sunday December 30 9:00AM St. Paul Church Service
Monday December 31 4:30PM St. Paul New Year@ Eve Worship with Holy Communion
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